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FAMILY OWNED

30+ YEARS! By Vera Kochan

Besides serving on
Moraga’s town council,
Kerry Hillis has another
passion — turning his
grapes into wine. Hav-
ing acquired about 10
grape vines in 2020
when he and his family
moved into their home,
he decided to take up
the banner and try his
hand producing grapes
good enough to bottle
for wine.

“I wasn't sure how
to take care of grapes,
and received an educa-

925-284-4440

3344 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette
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Rat proofing

Ratman Pest and Termite Control
Local family-owned business.
All pests & termites. Mice, rats, raccoons, skunks,
and squirrel-proofing. Attic/Subarea clean up.
Duct/Insulation repair.

Customer service is my #1 priority.

Serving the LaMorinda
area for 10 years as

former branch manager
of Coulson-Moseley/
Detailed Pest Control.

1044 Stuart St., Lafayette
(925) 338-9304
877-7RATMAN
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tion from my land-
scaper and a wine guy,”
stated Hillis. The next
thing he knew, Hillis
was busy fertilizing and
giving fungal treat-
ments made of a sulfur
compound to his vines
(two cabernet sauvi-
gnon, two zinfandel,
and six merlot) that
would prevent mildew
through Moraga’s
micro-climate and oc-
casional morning fog.
Summer heat waves can
also have an adverse
affect on the grape-
ZTOWINg process even
with the proper irriga-
tion.

Feeling confident
enough to expand, the
following year Hillis
added an additional 18
vines (14 cabernet
sauvignon and four
cabernet franc - “to
bring out the flavor”).
This year saw a planting
of six more vines (san-
giovese) in the hopes of
producing chianti, with
a blend of 70% san-
giovese and a 30% mix
of merlot/cabernet
sauvignon. However,
he’ll have to wait a bit.
“It takes about 3-4 years

before you get grapes,”
he explained. “But, the
roots grow really deep
once the vine is estab-

lished.”

About two months
before Hillis spots ac-
tual grapes on his vines,
he puts netting around
them to keep the birds
and other critters from
eventually munching
on the fruit. “I'm the
caretaker through the
year,” he said. “I call the
wine guy [Brian
Wheeler] when my
grapes are starting to
turn purple, and he
performs periodic tests
for sweetness before he
finally picks them.”

This year’s harvest
is scheduled to take
place between late Au-
gust and early Septem-
ber. Wheeler is respon-
sible for the grapes and
eventual wine from the
minute he leaves with
the harvest. The grapes
are crushed immedi-
ately, and according to
Hillis yeast, sulfur diox-
ide, and oak chips are
added to the mix. A
process called “racking”
begins when fermented
wine is transferred

Moraga Council Member Kerry Hillis has another
title — winegrower
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Kerry Hillis' back yard grape vines produce his

"Hillis House" wines

from one carhoy (typi-
cally a 5-gallon jug) to
another to erase the
sediment or “leeds”
from the bottom of the
jug in order to have a
clearer wine juice. The
final product, his bot-
tled wine, gets delivered
back to Hillis in March.
Producing approxi-
mately three-and-a-half
cases of wine each year,
the “Hillis House” label
sports a colorful image
of a monarch butterfly -
an homage to the Mor-
aga Garden Club’s ef-
forts to save the endan-
gered species. As an
added touch, the 2024

label carries the royal
blue seal (depicted on
town-wide banners)
honoring Moraga’s 50th
anniversary of incorpo-
ration. Each bottle is
sealed with a wax cap
for added elegance. For
the most part, Hillis
keeps the final product
in careful storage at
home for personal con-
sumption, but acknowl-
edges that he’s given
bottles away as gifts.

Hillis admits that
being a winegrower
takes a lot of time and
work, but “It’s a labor of
love.”
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FOUNDATION REPAIR CRAWL SPACE REPAIR

707-532-2468 LIMITED TIME OFFER

GET A FREE INSPECTION $5°° OFF

* Ten percent off any job over $2500 up to a max of $500. Coupon must be presented at time of

inspection. Offer may not be combined with any other offer. Limit one per customer.

Ask inspector for further details. Promo valid through 09/30/2024. i
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» Heat Pump Conversions
= Maintenance

« Ropairs

» Replacements

« Water Healers

Town council appoints all candidates to
fill upcoming vacant seats

... continued from Page 1

With a vote of 4-0
(Council Member David
Shapiro was absent),
the council appointed
the three candidates to
the Moraga Town
Council and canceled
the Nov. 5 local election.

During the meeting,
it was noted how quali-
fied for the positions
the incoming candi-
dates are. Dolan has re-
cently served as Interim
Town Manager, Maglio
besides being an attor-
ney has served on the
Planning Commission
and is a vice president
with the Moraga Com-
munity Foundation, and
Thiel is into his second

term with the Planning
Commission.

While Dolan could
not be present during
the meeting, Maglio and
Thiel had the opportu-
nity to say a few words.
“There are some hig
challenges that I'm
looking forward to, and
one of those, I do agree
with many, is imple-
menting the Housing
Element -- I have a great
interest in that,” said
Maglio. “I have a great
interest in affordable
housing, and I look for-
ward to working with
the town on making
sure we are able to im-
plement our fair share
of affordable housing,
but there are many

other challenges that [
look forward to, too.”

“It has been an
honor and privilege
working in my current
capacity as a planning
commissioner for the
Town of Moraga,” Thiel
stated. “T look forward
to working with you —
the ones who remain,
and [ wish to thank the
ones who are departing
for their time and ser-
vice and commitment to
this town. I look for-
ward to doing them the
similar honor in con-
tinuing on in the work
we have yet to accom-
plish.”

“It's a wonderful
time for our town as we
look to the future with

optimism and hope,”
Onoda said. “We are
fortunate to have three
outstanding candidates
stepping forward for
the town council. Each
brings unique strengths
and a deep commitment
to our community.
Their dedication to our
town’s values and their
vision for our shared
future makes them
more than qualified to
lead us forward.”

The three candi-
dates will officially be
sworn in as council
members during the
Dec. 11 regular meet-
ing.

Tamplen Plastic Surgery now in Orinda

Cosmetic Laser & Non-Surgical Services

Surgery * BOTOX® Cosmetic and Dysport®

* Facelift * Cosmetic Removal of Moles & Skin Tags

* Facial Implants * Fillers )

o Neck Lift (JUVEDERM®, JUVEDERM VOLUMAG®, Restylane®)
* Fraxel Re:Store Laser Treatment

* Nose Surgery

¢ Brow Lift Skin Care Services

* Eyelid Surgery ® Chemical Peels

o EarSurgery ° Obagi® Consultation

Matthew Tamplen, MD
Orinda Office: NEW LOCATION

TamplenPlasticSurgery.com

Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette and is a
nationally recognized Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic
surgeon, opened a private practice in Downtown Orinda to
better serve Lamorinda patients. Specializing entirely in

the face, Dr. Tamplen’s expertise is nationally recognized for
providing patients with beautiful, elegant, and natural results.

96 Davis Road, Suite #5, Orinda, 925-444-0824  Double Board-Certified

TAMPLEN

PLASTIC BURGERY

Facial Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgeon.

Certech

Environmental Services

www.certechpest.com
¢ (925) 300-1094

CERTECH PEST PREVENTION
8 TERMITE PROTECTION

ONE MONTH FREE

MONTHLY & BIMONTHLY ANNUAL
SERVICE AGREEMENTS




